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St. Ann & St. Vincent de Paul Religious Education Program

It has been a very busy year full of changes for the St. Ann & St. Vincent de Paul Religious Education Program. It 
hardly seems possible that another year of school and religious education classes will soon be coming to a close. 

I would like to begin this Religious Education article by taking a minute to introduce myself. My name is Joan Hy-
manson. I was delighted to accept the position of Director of Religious Education for St Ann and St Vincent de Paul 
Parishes, upon Joan Davis’ retirement in March of this year. My background includes over 25 years of teaching chil-
dren of all ages, from pre-k to college prep courses. Most recently, I had been teaching at a Catholic pre-school in 
New Orleans until I moved to Lenox with my husband and daughter in October 2017. I was missing my days with 
little preschoolers so I quickly became involved with St Ann’s Parish by teaching 2nd grade CCD class and direct-
ing the St Ann Parish Christmas Pageant. � is experience of teaching your children and meeting their families and 
friends, introduced me to so many wonderful parishioners at our church. At the time I didn’t quite realize that it 
was also a bit of an “on the job” interview for the of Director of Religious Education position! I am grateful to Mon-
signor John Bonzagni and Joan Davis for giving me the opportunity to take on this important role in supporting 
the parents and grandparents of our parish as we guide our children in understanding and living the Catholic faith. 

Congratulation to Joan Davis as she o�  cially retired as the Director of Religious Education position in March 
of 2018. Joan had held this position since November 2011. During that time Joan continued to evaluate and 
update the program as the needs of the parish changed. � is o� en involve changing class schedules and cur-
riculum materials, recruiting and assisting our fabulous volunteer teachers and planning retreats and addi-
tional programs to assist the parents in the most important role of passing on our Catholic Faith and Beliefs 
to their children. Joan and her dedicated team of teachers and volunteers have been a blessing to our parish. 
� ank you, Joan, for your years of service and dedication to the youth of our parish! We are all very grateful! 

One of the key changes to the 2017-2018 religious education programs was the schedule for kindergar-
ten through 4th grades. A� er much consideration and input from the Faith Formation Committee, it was de-
cided that we would now have our elementary students (K-4th grade) come to 9:45 Mass on Sunday morn-
ing with their parents and be dismissed to class so they would be taught the weekly Gospel lesson with their 
peers- making the Liturgy of the Word more meaningful to the children each week. � e children would then 
return to Mass to join their parents for Liturgy of the Eucharist and the conclusion of the Mass. � e chal-
lenge of this schedule is that the teachers only have 20 minutes each week to teach the children, so we focus 
primarily on the weekly Gospel and have sent books home for parents to supplement these lessons. In our ef-
fort to have parents more involved in Family Faith Formation we have given each family a grade level appro-
priate workbook to continue the journey of learning and understanding the Catholic Faith. � is new sched-
ule seems to be working successfully as parents and children have expressed enthusiasm for the new format. 

� ere are times when extra class time and home study is needed, especially during preparation for the Sacraments 
of Reconciliation and First Communion. We have found that parents are wonderful at working with us in this 
regard. 

� is past December we had many enthusiastic 1st - 4th grade children participate in the St Ann Christmas Pag-
eant. � e children did a beautiful job presenting the pageant during the 9:45 am Mass on Sunday, Dec. 17th. Many 
thanks to the parent volunteers, without whom this year’s Christmas Pageant, would not have been possible. We 
had new costumes this year and a beautiful baby playing the part of infant Jesus. � e amazing voices of our St. 
Ann’s Choir truly completed the pageant. � ank you to all the children that participated! - Angel Gabriel - Cate 
Welch - Mary - Autumn Biernacki - Joseph - Owen Kamienski - Innkeeper - Matteo Ferioli - Baby Jesus - Mav-
erick Lyons - Shepherds - Victor Fowler, Jackson Kamienski, Brodie McCormick, - Angels - Alexis Bergen, 
Audrey Bergen, Avery Biernacki, Gabrielle Dougherty, Nila Ferioli, & Gianna Love - Star Carrier - Zachary 



Berry -Wiseman #1 -Madeline Blair - Wiseman #2 - Leah Face - Wiseman #3 - Libby Gop 

In January of this year,  our 2nd grade CCD students and their parents and teachers spent time preparing for the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. ! e children celebrated their " rst Reconciliation with Monsignor John on Sunday, 
January 28. 

We have 16 students preparing to receive First Holy Communion on Saturday, May 12. We are very blessed to 
have Joanne Lane and Kathy Face overseeing all the details for preparing our children for this special day. Help-
ing the students with classroom lessons to practicing and planning for First Holy Communion Mass involves 
time and dedication. Joanne and Kathy have worked with First Holy Communion classes at St. Ann Church for 
many years and we are grateful for the gi$  of their time, knowledge and talents .! ank you, Joanne and Kathy! 

Our middle school and high school classes met on Sunday evenings during the Advent and Lenten Seasons. 
Guided by their teacher, Steve Maggio, 5-6 grade students studied the Old Testament of ! e Bible, while Mark 
Elliott taught his 7-8 grade CCD class about the historical context of the Gospel.  Monsignor John and Tess Sor-
rentino prepared the 9-10th graders for con" rmation. 

In September a retreat was held to start the year o&  for the middle school CCD students. A spring retreat was 
held on Monday, April 2nd, for all Con" rmation students. Tenth grade students will receive the Sacrament at the 
9:45am Mass on Sunday, May 20.
 
I would like to thank all of our amazing and dedicated CCD teachers who put aside the time each week to share 
their faith with the youth of our parish.  Without these wonderful volunteers there would not be a religious educa-
tion program. ! ank you, to each and every one of you!
  K &1st grade          Kimberly Blair and Kathy Face 
  2nd grade          Chris Biernacki and Jacki Hymanson 
  3rd & 4th gr          Kathy Wilson 
  5th & 6th            Steve Maggio 
  7th & 8th          Mark Elliot 
  9th & 10th                                                           Tess Sorrentino and Monsignor John Bonzagni 
  First Communion             Joanne Lane and Kathy Face 

As I read through past Newsletters, I was reminded that, in addition to CCD classes and book learning, we 
want to focus on Faith Formation, which promotes a lifelong deepening of our understanding of our faith for 
all ages. Participation in the youth choir, the Christmas Pageant, serving as lectors or altar servers during Mass, 
or assisting the CCD teachers with a class once a month are only a few examples of how our youth members 
could experience growth and learning of our faith and beliefs and be an active part of our parish community. 

Since this is the " rst year that we have implemented this new schedule for grades K-4, your feedback and sug-
gestions would be  most welcomed and appreciated. Please share your thoughts and ideas by emailing me at 
stannccd2@gmail.com. 

! ank you to all for welcoming my family and me to St. Ann Parish. It is a pleasure to be here! 

         - Joan Hymanson
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CREED: What We Believe – Foundations Series Seminar

Explore what it means to believe as well as what is believed for an informed, lived, Catholic faith. � is seminar 
o� ers a rapid overview of the central teachings of the faith as found in the Nicene Creed. � e instructor is Rev 
Mark Stelzer, Ph.D. - Elms College chaplain and associate professor of humanities and teaches courses in reli-
gious studies and philosophy. � e 4-session seminar begins on May 10 at St. Ann’s Parish, Lenox. To register for 
the program in Lenox, please contact Darcy Dumaine at (413) 265-2575 or dumained@elms.edu. � e cost for the 
seminar is $40, plus required books.
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If you have family buried in St. Ann’s cemetery or own a plot there yourself, and have not previously completed 
the form above, we would appreciate it if you would take a few minutes and give us as much information as you 
know. We are verifying and cross checking our information to bring our records up to date as much as possible. 
Your information is invaluable to us and will help us have better records going forward. If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to contact Debbie in the church o�  ce, 637-0157.  � ank you for any help you can give us.
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Basile VEIN SPECIALITIS
Your Certi! ed Vein Experts

in the Berkshires

A fellow of the American Colleges
of Surgery and Phlebology

369 South Street, Pitts! eld, MA 01201
Phone: 413-347-4767   Fax: 413-442-1611

www.BasileVeinSpecialists.com

     637-1706-Gary                        637-0225-Nick

A.N. Pignatelli & Sons, Inc.
Interior & Exterior Painting - Papering

13 High St., Lenox, MA 01240
Fully Insured

              Jay M. Carberry, President

113 West Street        9 Railroad St.   180 State Road
Pitts! eld, MA 01201  Lee, MA 01238               Gt. Barington, 01230          
     

aerobics, step, yoga, kickboxing and kids classes * Spinning, pilates * out-
door programs *s trength equipment * personal training * free weights * 

tanning * ! tness apparel * spa services * juice bar

Lenox Fitness Center and Spa
making the Berkshires more beautiful

Spa Manicures & Pedicures * Facials & Waxing * Manual Dermabrasion
Massage & Re" exology * Make-up Consultation & Application

413-637-8983    90 Pitts! eld Road
www.lenox! tnesscenter.com             Lenox, MA

         Auto Parts

Carberry Auto Parts, 113 West St., Pitts! eld, 442-4824

       Glass Doors

Lenox Glass & Door, 52 Crystal ST., Lenox,  637-1044

  Health and Fitness

Lenox Fitness Center, 90 Pitts! eld Rd., Lenox 637-9893
Dr. R.M. Basile, Vein Specialist, 369 South St., Pitts. 347-4767

           Markets

O’Brien’s Market, 84 Main St., Lenox, 637-1048
Spirited Wine, 444 Pitts! eld Rd., Lenox 448-2274

BUSINESS LISTINGS
             Insurance
 
  Toole Agency, Lenox, 637-1234

                 Painting

  Dennis Field, Lenox, 637-1447
  A.N. Pignatelli & Sons, Lenox, 637-1858

Real Estate

Roberts & Assoc., 48 Houstoanic St., Lenox 637-4200
Piretti RTeal Estate, 22 Walker St., Lenox, 637-1696
Dennis Welch, 48 Main St., Lenox, 637-1709

ROBERTS & ASSOCIATES
REALTY, INC.

A Full Service Brokerage

www.berkshirehouses.com
email: pam@berkshirehouses.com

48 Housatonic St.  (413) 637-4200
Box 25 
Lenox, MA 01240                 Fax:  (413) 637-1896




